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there was nothing to stop the mouths of his victims, nor
was Athens so popular with her allies as to make them
deaf to charges which accused Themistokles of crippling
their resources for his own personal advantage.

The work of a memorable year was now ended. It
only remained to dedicate the thank-offerings due to
the gods, and to distribute the rewards and Honours
honours which the conduct of the confederates paid to
might deserve. Three Persian ships were kiesbjfthe
consecrated, one at Salamis, a second at Spartans.
Sounion, and the third at the isthmus; and the first-
fruits of victory sent to Delphoi furnished materials for a
statue, twelve cubits in height, bearing in its hand the beak
of a Persian war-ship. The question of personal merit was
decided at the isthmus, it is said, by the written votes of
the generals, each of whom claimed the first place for him-
self, while most of them, if not all, assigned the second to
Themistokles. The vanity which thus deprived the
Athenian general of his formal pre-eminence had no
effect on the Spartans, who paid him honours such as they
had never bestowed on any before. Eurybiades, as com-
mander-in-chief, received a silver crown. The same prize
was given to Themistokles for his unparalleled wisdom and
dexterity; and the most beautiful chariot in Sparta, the
gift of the citizens, conveyed him from that city, three
hundred chosen Spartiatai escorting him to the boundaries
of Tegea.

CHAPTER VIII.

THE BATTLES  OF   PLATAIA AND   MYKALfc,   AND   THE
FORMATION OF THE ATHENIAN  CONFEDERACY.

THE efforts of Mardonios to fulfil the promise which he
had made to Xerxes ended m terrible disasters.   If the